
 

        

 

 

Between June and October of this year, 33 human rights defenders and social leaders have been 

murdered in our country. The situation of violence against those who defend human rights in 

Colombia has surpassed all expectations. The campaign is launching an appeal to public opinion 

with regard to this alarming level of aggression. 

 

Soaring numbers of attacks against human rights defenders in Colombia 

Bogotá D.C. 28 October 2010- Campaign Communications 

 

Between 1 June and 15 October 2010, 33 rights activists and social leaders have been murdered; 

30 cases of threats, eight attacks and 32 cases of harassment against organisations and human 

rights activists have been reported. Theses alarming figures, recently compiled by the national and 

international campaign “For the Right to Defend Human Rights in Colombia”, show a rise in the 

number of attacks against men and women who stand up for human rights in our country. 

 

The study was completed with information supplied by Coordination Colombia-Europe-United 

States, Interagency Dialogue-DIAL, the Committee for Solidarity with Political Prisoners, IPC, 

AFRODES, the Meta Human Rights Committee, the Interecclesiastical Commission for Justice and 

Peace, the Juridical Liberty Corporation, the Non-Governmental Programme for the Protection of 

Human Rights Defenders (Somos Defensores, CIVIS, Christian Aid, International Protection, 

Amnesty International, the ‘Minga’ Association, ACIN, the National Movement for Victims of State 

Crimes), MOVICE, and the Women’s Human Rights Observatory – SISMA Mujer, among others. The 

resulting figures detail 103 cases of aggression between 1 June and 15 October of this year. The 

rise in the number of incidents with respect to the previous semester is alarming. In the first six 

months of 2010, seven homicides of rights defenders were reported, as compared to the 33 that 



 

have taken place in the space of four and a half months. Similarly, in the previous semester 64 

incidents of aggression were reported, compared to the 103 revealed in the latter period.  

It is noteworthy that the activists and social leaders murdered were involved in the process of 

restitution of lands, defence of the rights of victims and the displaced population. It is also 

worrying that, in the light of the cases recorded, the use of professional assassination has become 

the principal means of murdering defenders of human rights in Colombia. 

The national and international campaign “For the Right to Defend Human Rights in Colombia” 

voices its concern over this rise in the number of attacks and calls on national and international 

public opinion to consider Colombia human rights activists and demand swift investigation of 

these incidents along with greater measures to protect and safeguard the legitimate and legal 

right to stand up for human rights in Colombia. 

Please find below a list of the most recent acts of violence against human rights workers in 

Colombia: 

Attacks against human rights defenders, as compiled by the national and international campaign 

“For the Right to Defend Human Rights in Colombia” between 1 June and 15 October 2010: 

 

Date Form of 

aggression 

Location Victim (s) Modality Presumed 

author 

June 6 Homicide Huila-Gigante Rigoberto Urriago, President of the 

Community Action Council of Vereda Tres 

Esquinas. Taken from his home and killed 

outside his residence 

Assassination Paramilitaries 

June 6 Homicide Bolivar Jaider Julio Ashudebol Assassination Unknown 

June 6 Harassment Bogotá An unknown male approached the 

daughter of a Coopminh leader in a park 

and began to insistently demand to know 

where she lived and what her mother’s 

name was. He then followed the girl for a 

considerable time. 

Surveillance Unknown 

June 7 Threat Bogotá Public defenders in Chocó, Cauca, Nariño 

and Huila. Codhes, CRIC, ACIN, ASFADES, 

CIMA, ASOINCA, ONIC, Nuevor Arcoiris, 

SURCA, Indepaz, ASOPRO, Corporación 

Jurídica Libertad. 

Pamphlet AUC (United Self-

Defence Forces of 

Colombia) 

June 7 Homicide Meta – 

Vistahermosa 

Walter Zuñiga, Community Inspection 

leaders Santo Domingo, Bajo Ariari Human 

Rights Commission 

Assassination Paramilitaries 



 

19 June Threat Arauca On 19 June the President of the 

Association, José Antonio Amaya, received 

a telephone call in which the lives of 

himself and his family were threatened. 

This call was made from the number 

313.396.6088. On 30 July at 8 am another 

call from this same number was received 

by his wife, in which the lives of the entire 

family were again threatened. 

Telephone calls Unknown 

29 June Threat Medellín, 

Antioquia 

Alberto Cuervo, Leader of the Working 

Group of Barrio Sinaí, Santa Cruz Baja 

Telephone calls Black Eagles, 

demobilised 

paramilitaries 

1 July Threat Buenaventura, 

Valle 

Telephone call to the leader of the 

Women’s Collective of Buenaventura in 

which she was told: “Be wary of 

involvement with the leader of Barrio San 

José, she can’t be trusted” 

Telephone calls Unknown 

1 July Threat  Bogotá Against leader of Coopminh. Message left 

on the answering service of her personal 

mobile phone. The message included a 

recording of a conversation in which she 

participated months beforehand 

concerning the peaceful occupation, by 

leaders of the displaced community, of the 

Public Defender’s Office in Bogotá. The 

conversation also considered the national 

government’s treatment of the displaced 

population. The end of the message stated 

“still not being quiet?”, presumably 

referring to the victim’s work 

Telephone call Unknown 

July 2 Harassment Barranquilla – 

Atlántico 

On 2 July 2010 in Barranquilla six workers 

from the Happy Childhood Foundation 

were pursued and harassed by four men 

and a woman. One of the individuals 

attempted to force the Director of the 

foundation to take a taxi with him, and 

then harassed the group until they were 

able to escape from the location thanks to 

the support of protection systems 

arranged by a human rights organisation 

present in the city. 

Surveillance, 

persecution 

Unknown 

July 3 Homicide Medellín, 

Antioquia 

Andres Medina, Batá Afrocolombian 

Cultural Collective 

Assassination Unknown 

July 13 Harassment San Vicente del 

Caguan, 

From 13 July various persons close to 

Domingo Pérez Cuellar, technical secretary 

of the Caquetá chapter of MOVICE were 

Propaganda National Army 



 

Caquetá called and asked whether it was true that 

he had been captured in Bogotá, as this 

news had circulated in San Vicente del 

Caguan. Domingo had been participating 

for several months in the organisation of 

commemorative activities marking the 

bicentenary in San Vicente del Caguan, 

among which was a “Patriotic March”. In 

the days running up to the march, the 

Governor of Caquetá, the commander of 

the XII Brigade and the Commander of the 

Departmental Police declared that this 

march was being promoted and/or 

infiltrated by the insurgent organisation 

FARC-EP. In San Vicente del Caguan the 

National Army presented a pamphlet, 

supposedly found on the person of the 

guerrilla ‘Jessica’, discharged on 10 June 

2010, in which various Community Action 

Councils were called on to coordinate 

activities of the Patriotic March with 

Domingo Perez Cuellar. In response to this, 

Domingo reported the situation to the 

Public Prosecutor, requesting that the 

origin of the pamphlet be investigated and 

claiming indirect injury against him. 

July 17 Threat Buenaventura – 

Valle 

The leader of the Buenaventura Women’s 

Collective received a telephone call from 

an unknown person in which she was 

asked “are you at home or at the wake?... 

there’s nothing to be done at the wake” 

Telephone calls Unknown 

July 17 Homicide Buenaventura – 

Valle 

Jair Murillo, AFRODES Assassination Unknown 

July 21 Harassment Buenaventura – 

Valle 

Various incidents of activists taking part in 

the Open Workshop organisation being 

followed and having their photographs 

taken by SIJIN, the National Police. 

Surveillance SIJIN – National 

Police 

July 21 Attack Bogotá Shot fired through a window of the offices 

of the NGO Justice and Life Project, 

situated on the eighth floor of a building in 

the centre of Bogotá 

Shots fired at offices Unknown 

July 23 Threat Teorama, north 

of Santander 

Members of ASCAMAT Pamphlet Unknown 

July 23 Threat Bogotá Lilia Solano, Director of Justice and Life, 

received a death-threat by telephone from 

an individual who accused her of being a 

Telephone call Unknown 



 

terrorist. 

July 24 Threat Barranquilla, 

Atlantico 

On 24 July 2010, Marta Díaz, President of 

the Association of Families United by the 

Same Pain (AFUSODO), discovered a 

document in her post box containing a 

direct threat to her life which was signed 

by the AUC Urban Commander known as 

Grasa y Solomon. That same day she 

received an email with another threat 

Pamphlet and email AUC 

July 24 Harassment Bogotá The judicial hearing, convened at the 

behest of the Commission for Peace and 

Humanitarian Agreement of the Senate of 

the Republic, with the support of a 

delegation of European parliamentarians 

and national and international human 

rights organisations, staged on 22 July in 

the Municipality of Macarena, was the 

target of declarations by President Alvaro 

Uribe. Dr Uribe Vélez said in a military base 

in the municipality: “Terrorism, in that 

combination of forms of struggle, while 

through some spokesmen proposing 

peace, through others comes here to 

Macarena a seek to discredit the Public 

Forces and to accuse it of violating human 

rights”. He also sent a message of 

encouragement to the troops in their fight 

against terrorism, and told them the could 

count on all conditions necessary to obtain 

final victory.” 

Propaganda Ex-president of 

the Republic 

Alvaro Uribe 

Vélez 

July 25 Homicide Santa Barbara 

de Iscuande, 

Nariño 

Arbye Mancilla and Efren Obando, 

murdered in front of the community. Arbey 

Mancilla was the son of a community 

leader 

Assassination Los Rastrojos 

July 25 Threat Valle de Cauca The husband of a FIPAN leader was told 

that his wife was wanted and that 

7,000,000 pesos was available to pay for 

the killing. In the days that followed, the 

call was repeated and he was reminded 

that “there’s money”. 

Direct threat Unknown 

July 28 Threat Sabana de 

Torres, 

Santander 

Cesar Tamayo, President of Asogras Pamphlet Paramilitaries 

July 28 Threat Quindio Guillermo Castaño, President of the 

Permanent Committee for Human Rights in 

Pereira; Angélica Ramírez, Jorge  Hernán 

Pamphlet Black Eagles 



 

Palacio and Carlos Quintana, workers of 

the Department of Quindio Database 

(which includes a register of all reports of 

human rights abuses). Fernando Martín, 

President of the Quindio section of the 

Union Association of University Professors 

(ASPU), Mauricio Cubides, Alfonso Caicedo, 

César Arias, Alirior García and Sandra 

Restrepo. 

July 28 Attack Tarazá, 

Antioquia 

Jose Alcides Ochoa, President of the 

Community Action Council of la Vereda el 

Rayo, and member of the Campesino 

Association of Cauca Bajo Antioqueño 

(ASOCBAC) 

Attempted forced 

disappearance 

National Army 

August Threat Jamundi, Valle A leader of the Women’s Collective of 

Jamunidi received calls and was followed. 

She details various suspicious acts. 

Telephone calls Unknown 

August Attack Jamundi, Valle The son of a leader of the Women’s 

Collective of Jamundi was shot at. 

Firearm Unknown 

August 4 Attack Bucaramanga, 

Santander 

Leaders of the Luis Carlos Pérez Lawyers 

Collective. Two armed men on a 

motorcycle attacked Judith Maldonado 

when she got out of her vehicle in front of 

her office. The men beat her and told her 

“you’re going to make us kill you bitch”. 

They finally took her bag and documents, 

along with her communication devices. 

Judith Maldonado and Julia Adriana 

Figueroa, another member of the same 

organisation, were also followed by two 

men on a motorcycle 

Robbery, physical 

violence 

Unknown 

August 9 Homicide Bogotá Luz Emilia Carreño, community child-carer, 

locality of San Cristobal 

Assassination Unknown 

August 12 Homicide San José de 

Apartadó 

Antioquia 

Alvaro Montoya, President of the San Jose 

Community Action Council 

Assassination FARC 

August 12 Threat Bogotá Rigoberto Jimenez, Director of the National 

Coordination of the Displaced (CDN); 

Alfonso Castillo, President of the National 

Association of Solidarity Aid (ANDAS), and 

Ivan Cedepa, representative of the 

Chamber of Coordinators of “the national 

campaign for claim-making by the 

displaced population” and members of the 

National Movement of Victims of State 

Emails Black Eagles, 

Capital bloc 



 

Crimes (MOVICE) 

August 12 Threat Manizales, 

Caldas 

Isolina Arngo Ochoa and other members of 

the National Association of Indigenous, 

Campesino and Black Women of Colombia 

(Anmucic) received death-threats in which 

they were ordered to leave their areas or 

they would be “cut into pieces – there 

won’t even be communal graves for you”. 

Telephone calls Black Eagles, 

Rastrojos, military 

blocs of 

Magdalena Medio 

and Oriente de 

Caldas 

August 12 Homicide Medellín, 

Antioquia 

Luis German Restrepo Maldonado, leader 

of the workers’ union of the packaging 

company Sintraempaques 

Assassination Unknown 

August 13 Homicide Vereda La 

Union, La 

Macarena, 

Meta 

Norma Irene Pérez, President of the 

Veredal Human Rights Committee, 

member of the Regional Human Rights 

Committee of Guayabero – Meta. 

Organiser of the public hearing of 22 July 

Forced disappearance 

and murder 

Unknown 

August 13 Homicide Bogotá Jineth Alexandra Barrios Duque, 31-years-

old, community child-carer in El Palmar, 

locality of Engativa 

Assassination Unknown 

August 13 Homicide Saravena, 

Arauca 

Carmen Elisa Mora, indigenous leader and 

employee of the Office of Indigenous 

Affairs in the Local Authority of Saravena 

Assassination Unknown 

August 14 Homicide Tame, Arauca Jaime Reyes, indigenous leader of the 

Sikuani ethnicity 

Assassination Unknown 

August 14 Harassment Bogotá The newspaper El Espectador published an 

article under the headline: “The crime of 

an Uribista union worker”, detailling the 

homicide of union activist Luis Germán 

Restrepo Madlonado. According to the 

article, the foundation Colombia First, 

established by former presidential aide 

José Obdulio Gaviria, and headed by 

executive director Fernando Alameda, 

indicated that Father Javier Giraldo and 

“his NGO” were linked to the crime. 

Propaganda Colombia First, 

José Obdulio 

Gaviria 

August 15 Harassment Villavicencio, 

Meta 

The installations of the Civic Committee for 

Human Rights of Meta were attacked. 

According to the official complaint, the 

headquarters of this organisation were 

violently entered by a group of unknown 

persons who completely destroyed the two 

padlocks of the main door, and then 

searched the work stations of Islena Rey 

Rodriguez, legal representative of the Civic 

Robbery of 

information 

Unknown 



 

Committee, and those of other lawyers 

who were providing their services to the 

organisation 

August 17 Harassment Sincelejo, Sucre Ingrid Vergara, spokesperson of the Sucre 

chapter of Movice, was told by telephone 

that a van was prowling around her place 

of residence. According to witnesses, a 

grey van was parked, watching the 

movements of the home of the human 

rights activist, hours beforehand. On 23 

August neighbours again saw the grey van 

in front of her house. When Ingrid arrived 

the van left the area. Ingrid also received 

intimidatory emails in Portuguese from the 

sender: jdp297@hotmail.com 

Surveillance Unknown 

August 18 Attack Municipality of 

Norosí, Bolivar 

Ariel Muñoz, Vicepresident of the 

Community Action Council of Vereda la 

Victoria 

Military operation National Army 

August 19 Homicide Popayán, Cauca Beto Ufo, leader of displaced peoples and 

Coordinator of the New Florida 

organisation 

Forced disappearance 

and execution 

Unknown 

August 21 Threat Vista Hermosa, 

Meta 

Dimar de Jesus Zapata, plaintiff in a public 

hearing in La Macarena regarding 

extrajudicial executions 

Direct threat National Army 

August 22  Threat  Bajo Calima, 

Valle 

Youth organisation United Youth for the 

Wellbeing of Calima (JUBCA), which brings 

together 120 young people from 12 

Afrocolombian communities in the 

collective territory of Bajo Calima. JUBCA 

was sent an order not to report, and to 

abstain from any relationship with the 

Justice and Peace Commission, which was 

declared as a military target 

Direct threat Paramilitaries 

August 24  Threat Buenaventura, 

Valle 

Priest of the dioceses of Rio Calima and 

members of the Interecclesiastical Justice 

and Peace Commission 

Pamphlet Paramilitaries 

August 25 Homicide Medellín, 

Antioquia 

Luis German Restrepo Maldonado, 

Vicepresident of the Sintratextil Directive 

Council 

Assassination Unknown 

August 26 Homicide Medellín, 

Antioquia 

In the neighbourhood of Santa Cruz, in the 

lower part of northeastern Medellín, Janet 

Carmenza Amaya, 35, community leader 

and representative of the LGBT population 

Assassination Unknown 

mailto:jdp297@hotmail.com


 

of Medellín, was shot to death 

August 26 Homicide Medellín, 

Antioquia 

In the neighbourhood of Santa Cruz, in the 

lower part of northeastern Medellín, Maria 

Elena Murillo Caicedo, 26, community 

leader and representative of the LGBT 

population of Medellín, was shot to death 

Assassination Unknown 

August 27 Threat López de Micay, 

Cauca 

Black communities and leaders involved in 

integration efforts in the Chuere River – 

Cococauca region 

Direct threat Foreign mining 

businesses 

August 28 Homicide Yarumal, 

Antioquia 

Cruz Elena Rojo Peña, 25, LGBT activist Forced disappearance 

and execution 

Unknown 

August 28 Homicide Yarumal, 

Antioquia 

Nevis Yuleny Roldán Sánchez, 24, LGBT 

activist 

Forced disappearance 

and execution 

Unknown 

August 29 Homicide Miranda, Cauca Richard Alexander Martínez, indigenous 

leader 

Assassination FARC 

September 01 Harassment Bogotá José Alvear Restrepo Lawyers Collective: a 

number of persons describing themselves 

as “Nationalist Movements and Active 

Reserves of Colombia”, among them the 

former senator Enrique Gómez Hurtado, 

the Juridical Director of Unoamerica Jaime 

Restrepo and the President of Fundación 

Colombia Herida Rodrigo Obregón, staged 

a demonstration in which placards with 

slogans such as “no more lies, no more 

conspiracies, no more collective” were 

displayed. 

Accusations “Nationalist 

Movements and 

Active Reserves of 

Colombia” 

September 1 Harassment Bogotá Members of the National Movement for 

the Victims of State Crimes (Movice) and 

organisers of the Macarena hearing staged 

on 22 June 2010. Among those singled out 

were Diego Martínez, Executive Secretary 

of the Permanent Committee for the 

Defence of Human Rights. The accusations 

affirm that these persons are militants of 

the Clandestine Communist Party of 

Colombia, PC3, and members of FARC 

Propaganda José Obdulio 

Gaviria, opinion 

column in the 

newspaper El 

Diario 

September 1 Harassment Apartado, 

Antioquia 

False accusations against the 

Interecclesiastical Commission for Justice 

and Peace, Father Javier Giraldo S.J. and 

PBI for supporting guerrilla communities in 

Curvaradó 

Accusations Apartado Estereo 

(media outlet 

financed in large 

part by the 

National Army) 

September 1 Harassment Bogotá Headquarters of the Interecclesiatical Surveillance and Unknown 



 

Commission for Justice and Peace photographing 

September 4 Homicide Villa del 

Rosario, 

Northern 

Santander 

Pedro Elias Ballesteros, member of the 

National Association of Civil Servants and 

Employees of the Judicial Branch, Asonal 

Judicial 

Assassination Unknown 

September 5 Threat Tarazá, 

Antioquia 

Luis Carlos Cervantes, Teleantioquia 

journalist who had covered corruption in 

the municipal authority 

Direct threat Unknown 

September 6 Attack Bucaramanga, 

Santander 

Leaders of the Luis Carlos Pérez Lawyers’ 

Collective. Yuliana Rico, lawyer with the 

Luis Carlos Pérez Lawyers’ Collective 

Robbery and physical 

aggression 

Unknown 

September 6 Harassment Bogotá José Alvear Restrepo Lawyers’ Collective Phonecalls, members 

followed 

National Army 

September 6 Threat Cartago, Valle Hernando Montoya, Carlos Tulio Trujillo, 

Hector Fabio Garcia, Raul Parra, Jesus 

Mario Corrales, Fundación Humanitaria 

Nuevo Amanacer 

Emails Unknown 

September 9 Homicide Peque, 

Antioquia 

Robinson Rivera, Professor of English in the 

village of Vegas. He had previously been a 

Municipal Councillor 

Assassination Unknown 

September 7 Harassment El Hato, Timbío, 

Cauca 

Santiago Mera and Johana López, members 

of the Commission for Justice and Peace, 

and an international companion, were 

followed by persons who travelled in a 

Toyota 4X4 with blacked-out windows 

Surveillance Unknown 

September 7 Harassment El Tarra, 

Northern 

Santander 

Members of the Commission for the 

Verification of Human Rights Violations 

Surveillance, video 

recording 

National Army 

September 8 Threat Bogotá Two persons, travelling on a motorcycle, 

approached Danilo Rueda, a member of 

the Commission for Justice and Peace, who 

was waiting for a taxi. The rode so close as 

to hit him with the mirror of the 

motorcycle, and said “this is a warning for 

sticking your nose in where you shouldn’t”. 

Direct threat Unknown 

September 10 Harassment Barrancabermej

a, Santander 

Surveillance of the headquarters of 

ASORVIMM 

Surveillance Unknown 

September 10 Homicide El Castillo, Meta Nelson Murillo Taborda, member of the  

Independent Agricultural Workers’ Union 

of Meta, Sintragrim 

Assassination Unknown 



 

September 10 Homicide Ansema Caldas Salvador Forero Segundo, member of the 

United Educators Union of Caldas, Educal 

Assassination Unknown 

September 10 Homicide Montería, 

Córdoba 

Luis Fernando Hoyos Arteaga, members of 

the Teachers’ Association of Cordoba, 

Ademacor 

Assassination Unknown 

September 10 Harassment Barranquilla, 

Atlántico 

Franklin Castañeda Villacob, Secretary 

General of the Committee for Solidarity 

with Political Prisoners (FCSPP) and 

member of the National Movement for 

Victims of State Crimes 

Surveillance Unknown 

September 10 Harassment Barranquilla, 

Atlántico 

Rosario Montoya Hoyos, Director of the 

Happy Childhood Foundation, which works 

with the victims’ families 

Telephone calls National Army, 

Gaula 

September 10 Harassment La Macarena, 

Meta 

José Samuel Rojas Mora, Vicepresident of 

the Guayabero Regional Committee for 

Human Rights, President of the Alto 

Guayabero Sectoral Committee and 

member of the Bajo Ariarí Regional 

Committee. He is also one of the 

organisers of the Macarena hearings 

Arbitrary detention Technical 

Investigation 

Body (CTI), Public 

Prosecutor’s 

Office 

September 10 Harassment Puerto Lleras, 

Meta 

Maricela Uribe García, member of the Bajo 

Ariarí Human Rights Committee and social 

leader in Miravalles, municipality of Puerto 

Lleras, Meta. Maricela had previously 

made an official complaint regarding the 

incursion of members of the National 

Army, accompanied by paramilitaries, into 

the grounds of her home. They had 

ordered Maricela to “demobilise” as, 

according to them, she was a guerrilla 

Arbitrary detention National Army 

September 11 Harassment Bogotá Wife of Franklin Castañeda, Secretary 

General of the Committee for Solidarity 

with Political Prisoners (FCSPP) and 

members of the National Movement for 

Victims of State Crimes (Movice) 

Telephone calls Unknown 

September 12 Threat Bogotá An unknown man accosted a leader of the 

Women’s Human Rights Observatory in the 

street when she was making her way home 

from a shopping trip. He told her to “look 

carefully, someone needs to shut up if they 

don’t want to die”. He also abused with 

obscenities and attempted to take her 

down a different road to the one on which 

she was travelling. 

Direct threat Unknown 



 

September 12 Harassment Curvarado, 

Choco 

Edwin Mosquera and Yago Redondo, 

Interecclesiastical Commission for Justice 

and Peace 

Followed, 

photographed 

Employees of the 

company La 

Tukeka 

September 12 Harassment San Jose de 

Apartadó, 

Antioquía 

Álvaro Valencia, leader of the San José de 

Apartado peace movement 

Assassination Unknown 

September 13 Threat Ariari, Meta Lucia Parra Barreo, member of the civil and 

peace movement, with support of CIDH 

Threatening text 

messages 

Unknown 

September 14 Harassment Barrancabermej

a, Santander 

David Ravelo Crespo, member of the 

Steering Committee of the Regional 

Corporation for the Defence of Human 

Rights (Credhos) 

Arbitrary detention CTI, Public 

Prosecutor’s 

Office 

September 15 Harassment Bucaramanga, 

Santander 

Leaders of the Luis Carlos Pérez Lawyers’ 

Collective. Judith Maldonado Mojica’s bag, 

containing her laptop computer, an 

external hard drive, her identity 

documents and the keys to both her office 

and place of work, was taken from her car 

Information theft Unknown 

September 15 Harassment Villavicenio, 

Meta 

The buildings which currently house the 

offices of the Civil Committee for Human 

Rights in Meta were attacked, with persons 

forcing their way violently into the 

property and completely destroying the 

two padlocks on the main door in the 

process. The workstations of the persons 

who provide services to the organisation, 

along with the office of legal 

representative Doctor Islena Rey 

Rodriguez, were thoroughly searched, with 

the perpetrators’ interest in the 

documents in the office made plain by the 

fact that these were all opened and left in 

a mess. 

Information theft Unknown 

September 16  Threat Itagüí, 

Antioquia 

Carlos Andrés Cardona, president of the 

Itagüí New People Corporation 

Pamphlet Unknown 

September 17 Threat Villavicencio, 

Meta 

Martha Vásque Marín, civic leader Direct threat and 

forced displacement 

Paramilitaries 

September 18 Harassment Resbalosa, San 

José de 

Apartadó, 

Antioquia 

Village residents. Allegation that the 

community were guerrillas 

Accusations National Army 

September 19 Homicide Totumo, 

Municipality of 

Hernando Pérez, leader of the Urabá 

Victims’ Association for the Restitution of 

Assassination Unknown 



 

Necoclí, 

Antioquia 

Land  

September 22 Threat Apartado, 

Antioquia 

Two leaders from the town of Totumo, 

members of the Urabá Victims’ Association 

for the Restitution of Land and Assets, 

Asovirestibi 

Direct threat African oil palm 

agroindustrialists 

September 23 Harassment Bogotá Sabotage of a historic memory meeting 

convened by Planeta Paz, La Minga, 

Fundacion Manuel Cepeda Vargas. 

Pamphlets were distributed accusing the 

participants of being guerrillas 

Propaganda The Andean 

Legion youth 

group 

September 23  Harassment Cali, Valle Various professionals from the “open 

workshop” organised by the Centre for the 

Comprehensive Promotion of Women and 

the Family met with a Restrepo municipal 

leader to carry out a community 

monitoring project. While there, one of the 

participants received a telephone call in 

which she was told “they’re waiting for the 

helicopter to come and get the prisoners”. 

She hung up, but immediately there was 

another call which made references to a 

military operation and a bombardment 

that would be made against guerrillas, 

finally saying “you don’t realise we’re so 

close”. There were subsequent, similar 

calls to the leader of the municipality and 

other professionals present. All these calls 

spoke of a military operation targetting 

them. The previous night, in the home of 

the municipal leader, persons knocked at 

the door and demanded to see other 

unknown persons. On 4 September, while 

travelling towards Bugalagrande at 

9.30am, another participant from the 

workshop received a further call from the 

same number that had phoned members 

of the group the previous day, which said: 

“we have you, we’re going to call the police 

and if they don’t do it we’ll do it 

ourselves”. 

Telephone calls Unknown 

September 24 Harassment Caloto, Cauca Campesino leader Rafael Ulcue Pérdomo, 

leader of the El Vergel community 

(members of this community are 

beneficiaries of CIDH preventive measures) 

Arbitrary detention National Army 

September 26 Homicide Saravena, Edgar Bohorquez, member of the Sarare Assassination Unknown 



 

Arauca United Displaced Association  

September 29 Threat Bogotá Leaders of the displaced population: 

Orlando Burgos, CND Bogotá; Ilber Garcia, 

Mesa Distrital Bogotá; Luis Eduardo Añez, 

Mesa Departamental Quindio; Maria Del 

Carmen Giraldo, Asodecir Quindio, 

Casanare; Luz Marina Narvaez, Cordoba; 

Orlando Guaca Floencia, Bogotá, Quindio; 

Luis Alfonzo Caicedo, Secretario Mesa 

Quindio; Miriam Amparo Mina Castaño, 

Fundesco Cali Bogotá Ibague Quindio 

Ecuador Merardo Herrera Convergencia 

Nacional, Acacias Meta Bogotá, 

Bucaramanga, Jose Bohorquez Delegado, 

Mesa Nacional Cartagena, Bogotá Sta. 

Marta. 

Emails 

 

Águilas Negras 

(The Black 

Eagles), Capital 

Bloc 

September 28 Homicide Guachucal, 

Nariño 

María Elena Galindez, Indigenous Council, 

Pastos Indigenous Population 

Forced disappearance 

and execution 

Unknown 

September 28 Homicide Guachucal, 

Nariño 

Ramiro Inampués, ex-Indigenous Governor 

of the Pastos Indigenous People 

Forced disappearance 

and execution 

Unknown 

October 5 Harassment Cali, Valle de 

Cauca 

Alexánder Montaña and Sofia Lopez, 

lawyers of the Justice and Dignity 

Corporation 

Surveillance Unknown 

October 5 Attack Bogotá Professor Gustavo Montayo, father of 

Corporal Pablo Emilio Moncayo, held by 

FARC for 12 years, was physically 

assaulted. After attempting to kidnap him 

and force him into a van, his assailants 

attacked him physically and verbally. 

Attempted 

kidnapping 

Unknown 

October 9 Harassment Cantagall, 

Bolivar 

Jorge Eliecer Torres, President of the 

Community Action Council of Patio Bonito 

village; Ovidio Betancourt, former 

president of the same institution; Nereida 

Cortez 

Arbitrary detention National Army 

October 9 Homicide Iroka Serrania 

del Preijá 

Indigenous 

Reserve, Cesar 

Indigenous leader Yukpa Isais Montes Attack with sharp 

instrument 

Colonos 

October 10 Threat Bogotá 69 human rights organisation and 20 social 

leaders: 

Giovanni Jiménez Agudelo, President of 

Codhes, Marco Romero, Capitolino Riaño, 

Sara Vales Duque, Gustabo Alberto Muñoz, 

Emails Black Eagles, 

Capital Bloc 



 

Eliecer Chavez, Daniel Rendon, El Negro 

Julian, Eduardo Camacho, Myriam Lopez 

Roncancio, Javier Embus, 

Rigoberto Jimenez, Rosaliano, Hector 

Chavarro, Sandra Loaiza, Yimi Carrillo, 

Sandra Tafur, Antonio Ariza, Rafael, Rafael 

Rivera, Roberto, Yanneth, 

Myriam Vargas Orozco, Angela, Ducuara, 

Claudia de la Hoz, Cabildos Indígenas de 

Totoró, Yanacona, Guambia, Coconuco, 

Páez, Naudeth Margot Espitia Uparela, Iván 

Moreno Rojas, Parmenio, Cuéllar, Jaime 

Dussán and Jesús Bernal Amorocho, Pedro 

Vicente Obando, Carlos Ruiz Restrepo, 

Rene Garzón, former Bogotá Councillors 

Alvaro Argote, 

Orlando Santisteban and Roberto Sáenz, 

Camilo Fajardo Cabrera, Pedro Vicente 

Obando Ordoñez, Carlos Eduardo 

Restrepo, Daniel Rendon. 

 

The Displaced Women’s League, Andescol, 

Fundacion Vive, Fensuagro, Corpocam, 

Suteq, ACEU, FEU, ASPU, Oriquin, Mujeres 

en Pie de Lucha por una Colombia 

Productiva, UTP, Sinaltrainal, Asodunir, 

Sintraunicol, JUCO, Cridec, National 

Association of Displaced Afrocolombians 

(AFRODES), Afrodes Bogotá – 

Cundinamarca (ABCUN),  

Association of Displaced Afrocolombians - 

Buenaventura (AFRODESBUENAVENTURA), 

Asociación De Cabildos Indígenas Del Norte 

Del Cauca (ACIN), Condoto Displaced 

Peoples Association (ASODESCON), Baudó 

Displaced Peoples Association (ASODESBA), 

Novita Displaced Peoples Association 

(ASODESNOV), Asociación de Ingeniero 

Afrocolombianos, Ingedsa LTDA, ASDEP, 

Asodefensa, Asosisalud, Asociación Unidos 

De Tumaco Consejos Comunitarios, 

Organizaciones del Bajo Atrato (ASCOBA), 

Dos de Mayo Displaced Peoples 

Association (ADOM), Riosucio Political 

Violence Families Association, Chocó 

Displaced Families Association, Association 



 

of Families Seeking a Future (ASGADEBUF), 

Antioquia, Yolombo Afrrodescendent 

Women’s Association (ASOMUAFROYO), 

Displaced Women’s Association 

(ASOMUDESPA), Paloblanco Women 

Miners’ Association, Buenos Aires Cauca, 

Micay Popular Organisations Association 

(ASOPOMY), Together for Progress 

Association (JUNPRO), Minga Association, 

Municipal Women’s Association (ASOM), 

Land, Life & Dignity Permanent Campaign, 

José Alvear Restrepo Lawyers’ Collective 

(CCAJAR), San Juan General Community 

Council (ACADESAN), Greater Community 

Council of the Alto Atrato Popular 

Campesino Organisation, (COCOMOPOCA), 

The Human Rights and Displacement 

Consultancy (CODHES), Cyira Castro Juridic 

Corporation, Sisma Mujer Corporation, 

Fedeafro, Nariño Comprehensive Pacific 

Foundation (FIPAN), Fundadespl Azados, 

Fundación Caminando, (FCSPP), Fundación 

Dos Mundos, Fundación Huellas Del 

Pacifico (FUNHUPAC), Happy Childhood 

Foundation, Barranquilla, Women and Life 

Foundation, New Millennium Foundation, 

Meta, Fundación 

Rostros y Huellas del Sentir Humano 

“Garifuna”, Fundación Siempre Unidos, 

Afrocolombian Social Foundation of the 

Colombian Pacific (FUSAFROPAC), Flor Del 

Campo Women’s Group, Balsa, Buenos 

Aires, Cauca, Las Orquídeas De Cascajero 

Women’s Group, Buenos Aires, Cauca, 

Nuevo Amanecer Women’s Group, Agua 

Blanca, Buenos Aires, Cauca, Producers in 

Action Women’s Group, Buenos Aires, 

Cauca, Renacer Women’s Group, 

Honduras, Buenos Aires, Cauca, The 

Institute of Studies for Development and 

Peace (INDEPAZ), Miller Angulo. 

October 11 Homicide Darien, Chocó Ana María Moreno, legal representative of 

the local Community Council of ASTI and 

member of the steering committee of the 

Greater Community Council, jurisdiction of 

Northern Acandí, Bajo Atrato and Darién 

Assassination Unknown 

October 12 Attack Cartagena, 

Bolívar 

Leader of AFRODES Assassination Unknown 



 

October 13 Threat Bucaramanga, 

Santander 

Lawyer Leonardo Jaimes, representative of 

victims of extrajudicial executions. 

Committee for Solidarity with Political 

Prisoners 

Direct threat National Army, 

Gaula 

October 14 Homicide Lopez Adentro 

Indigenous 

Reserve, 

Miranda, Cauca 

Indigenous leader Nasa del Tejido. ACIN 

communication, Rodolfo Maya Aricape 

Assassination Unknown 

October 14 Harassment Tame, Arauca Martin Sandoval, president of the Arauca 

Permanent Human Rights Committee 

Accusation National Army 

 

 


