
Making change happen – a successful record in campaigning 
for greater democracy, equality and sustainability: 

■■ Most recently we’ve led calls to End Legal Loan Sharking and 
for the government to introduce lending rate caps to cover all 
forms of consumer credit. Britain’s poorest borrowers pay the 
highest price for credit in all of Europe – we believe this is a gross 
injustice which must be changed. 

■■ We continue to champion the idea of a High Pay Commission 
to come up with sensible measures to tackle excessive pay and to 
rein in the so-called ‘masters of the universe’. The policy gained 
further prominence in Labour’s Leadership contest. Whilst the 
Coalition Government has instigated a ‘Top Pay Commission’ for 
the public sector. 

■■ We successfully persuaded the previous Labour Government to 
impose the one-off tax on greedy bankers’ bonuses. 

■■ In 2009 we were part of a broad coalition in successfully opposing 
the Government’s plans to privatise Royal Mail and the 
Post Off ice. 

■■ In the run-up to the 2009 Budget we ran a quick-fire campaign 
calling for greater tax justice – specifically for the 
Government to increase the top rate of tax and close tax loop 
holes – policies which were then adopted.

■■ During the summer of 2008 we led the high-profile campaign for 
a windfall tax on energy and oil Firms. Our campaign 
led to the Government announcing an energy package of £1BN – 
including energy efficiency measures and help for Britain’s poorest 
households. 

■■ With CND we helped to launch the Rethink Trident coalition 
to make the case for delaying the renewal of the UK’s 
nuclear defence system. With unprecedented public spending 
cuts we should not be spending over £80BN on a weapons system 
designed for the 1980s.

■■ Compass MPs played a key role in persuading the Government 
to strengthen crucial elements in the Companies Bill, 
meaning corporations must reveal their supply chains, helping to 
promote more ethical, social and environmental business practices.



Compass is the UK’s most inf luential political 

pressure group with over 40,000 members  

and supporters. We enable people to go 

out, take action and campaign for a more 

democratic, equal and sustainable world.

We have an unrivalled record of making real 

change happen! 

‘Ideas, action & people for greater democracy, equality & sustainability’

Compass is building the ideas and organisation 
for a new progressive 
politics and a good 
society based on 

our core values of 
democracy, equality and 

sustainability. 

We campaign collaboratively 

with progressive politicians 

of all parties, pressure 

groups, trade unions, think 

tanks, NGOs, academics, 

activists and campaigners 

across civil society. 
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BECOME A MEMBER TODAY AND BENEFIT FROM: 

■■ Being empowered with the ideas and tools to campaign for 
a more democratic, equal and sustainable world. 

■■ A direct input into how Compass is run though regular 
membership engagement and democratic decision making 
through our membership ballots, committee elections and 
AGM. 

■■ Priority copies of cutting-edge Compass publications. 

■■ Priority invites to some of the best political events and 
debates held in towns and cities right across Britain.

■■ The opportunity to be involved in or set up a new Compass 
Local Group.  

■■ Our weekly to fortnightly regular eBulletin and one-off text 
updates on major activities. 

WHAT LEADING FIGURES SAY…

“Compass are the standard bearers for social democracy in 
the UK. They are leading the way within the Labour Party 
with their campaigns on tackling inequality, electoral reform, 
and party reform.” 
Will Straw, Editor, Left Foot Forward

“To attend the annual Compass conference is to engage with 
a movement that is prepared to be bold but also to think 
against and challenge conventional leftist expectation. If 
Labour is to renew and win again, it will have to embrace 
the Compass agenda of pluralism and far-reaching economic 
and democratic transformation. The alternative  
is stagnation.” 
Jason Cowley, Editor, New Statesman

Take action now for a more democratic, equal and sustainable world and 

join Compass – Britain’s most influential political movement for real 

change. 

You can become a member from just £1 per month if you pay by standing 

order. In your new members pack you’ll receive all our latest publications. 

Alternatively you can join our supporters e-network for free. Supporter form 
 I would like to become a Compass supporter 
Email address ................................................................................................................................................................................... 

Membership form  I’m waged/in employment I’m unwaged/under 22/student/OAP/low paid
 I’m currently not eligible to be a Labour Party member 

	 (i.e. you’re a member of another political party)
Name......................................................................................................................................................................................................... 

Address ..................................................................................................................................................................................................	

..................................................................................................................Post Code ...........................................................................

Email ........................................................................................................................................................................................................

Mobile/phone ....................................................................  Date of birth ...........................................................................
Standing order instructions to bank / building society

The minimum suggested joining fee per month is £1 if unwaged/under 22/student/

OAP/low paid or £3 if waged/in employment. Please give more if you can afford 

to as we have an ethical funding policy which means we heavily rely on individual 

membership subscriptions.  
Please pay immediately by standing order to Compass’ account, Lloyds TSB, 32 Oxford Street, London,  

W1A 2LD (a/c 02227769, sort code 30-98-71) the sum of £ ........................  starting with the first payment on 

(date) ....................................................  and continuing on the same day every month (delete as appropriate), unless 

cancelled by me in writing. 

Bank/building society ...............................................  Bank address ...........................................................................	

.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Account name .................................................................................................................................................................................

Account number.................................................................... Sort Code ...........................................................................

Signature...................................................................................................................Standard cheque price is £32.50 per year waged or £17.50 per year unwaged. Cheques should be made 

payable to ‘Compass’, or to get £5 off these standard cheque prices join online with your debit/credit card at 

http://www.compassonline.org.uk/about/join.asp. Send this completed form to: FREEPOST COMPASS 

(no stamp or address required – just these words in capitals on the front of an envelope)

JOIN COMPASS FROM AS LITTLE AS £ 1

P
ri

nt
ed

 o
n 

pa
pe

r 
fr

o
m

 a
 s

us
ta

in
ab

le
 s

o
ur

ce



“If the politics of the centre-left is to win again, we need to 
make the arguments and popularise our politics in the way 
Thatcher did for the Right – that is what Compass is all 
about. If you dare to believe a more democratic, equal and 
sustainable world is possible, joining Compass is a  
no brainer.” 
Chuka Umunna MP 

“Whether its windfall taxes, opposing privatisation, 
making the case against spending cuts and for fairer taxes, 
campaigning for democratic reform, or ending legal loan 
sharking, Compass is increasingly setting the agenda on the 
centre-left and changing the terms of debate. Now is the 
time to get active and help us set the winning agenda for  
the future.” 
Jon Cruddas MP 

“As part of the progressive left, Compass shares many of 
the same values as the Greens, including social justice, the 
strength that comes from collective responses to collective 
problems, and a genuine belief that power lies not with 
elites or special interests but with the people. The work of 
Compass in setting out a progressive alternative is incredibly 
valuable.” 
Caroline Lucas MP, Leader, The Green Party

“What is hopeful about Compass is that it overrides 
party and sectarian boundaries to explore new ideas for 
transformative socialist change and to organise effective 
campaigns. This principled pluralism is more needed  
than ever.” 
Hilary Wainwright, Editor, Red Pepper

“Quite simply come on in and add your voice to the call  
for change.” 
Baroness Helena Kennedy QC

in the media…

“They were active and smart…They had plenty of energy…and 
they were organised.” 
Long-term Compass critic Tony Blair writing in his book  
A Journey, August 2010

“Compass itself (is), plural and democratic to its core.” 
Mehdi Hasan, New Statesman,  August 2010

“the Left has finally found a voice…(Compass) has become a 
serious organising force, one of the most serious on the Left.” 
Editorial, The Times,  August 2009 

“Compass is the sharpest political movement because it  
is trying to be not a party, but a framework taking in  
disparate groups.” 
Polly Toynbee,  
The Guardian, May 2009

The online home for progressive ideas and action – 

www.compassonline.org.uk 

Our website is a space for progressives to boldly debate and 
campaign on the issues you believe passionately in, with regular 
contributions from of the centre-left’s leading figures, over 
150,000 active user sessions a month and hundreds of comments 
every week. 


