Get Started with the GLP
What is happening in my school?
minded schools committed to equipping their pupils to succeed
in a globalised world. The programme will support teaching and
learning about international development at Key Stages 2 and 3.

Your school is taking part in the Global Learning Programme
(GLP) for England. This is a ground-breaking new programme,
which will create for the first time a national network of like-
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* Access to e-credits, CPD and resources by registering via Whole School Audit
** Oversees development of global learning across the whole school supported by an Expert Centre

Why is my school taking part in the Global Learning Programme?
The GLP is supporting school improvement. Research into the
impact of global learning in secondary schools has found that
it creates ‘a sense of common direction and responsibility, with
increased cross-curricular collaboration and increased usage of
current world events and issues’ amongst teachers.1 The GLP
website features case studies of schools that have used global

learning to improve achievement, teaching, behaviour, leadership
and spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) education.
The GLP is embedding global learning across all aspects of
school life, as global learning is most effective when delivered as a
whole school initiative.

What are global learning and development education?
Global learning and development education are approaches to
learning about global and development topics through recognising
the importance of linking people’s lives throughout the world. They

1

encourage young people to examine global issues critically and
raise their awareness of the impact that they themselves can have
on these.

Edge, K., Khamsi, K. and Bourn, D. (2009) Exploring the Global Dimension in Secondary Schools - Final Research Report, London, IOE.

What opportunities and support are there for teachers?
As a GLP partner school you will be supported by your closest
GLP Expert Centre and GLP Local Advisor. Expert Centres are
schools with an excellent track record in the delivery of global
learning. Local Advisors are experienced practitioners employed
by the programme to work with partner schools to develop their
global learning and to help with any questions.
The GLP offers training for staff in all partner schools. There will
be free training provided every half term by GLP Local Advisors
and Expert Centres and funding in the form of e-credits for training
from external providers. Speak to your GLP Coordinator to find out
what opportunities there are for your school.
You can find all of the guidance and resources connected with
the programme on the GLP website at www.glp-e.org.uk. These
include:
n	forums for school staff to discuss global learning and the
programme

n 	details of professional development available through the
programme
n 	 access to global learning resources to use in your classroom.
GLP curriculum frameworks have been produced in conjunction
with leading subject associations to support the delivery of global
learning in English, maths, science, geography, history, RE
and citizenship at Key Stage 3. These are available on the GLP
website.
It is likely that your school has already appointed a GLP
Coordinator to manage your involvement in the programme.
Coordinators in GLP Expert Centres have the opportunity to
work towards becoming a GLP Lead Practitioner; this is an online
process accredited by SSAT. If you have a particular interest in
global learning, you may want to consider these roles for your
future career progression.

n 	downloadable guidance documents created to help you get
started with the GLP

What can I do now in the classroom?
To find out how to integrate global learning topics and themes
into your teaching subject, the GLP has created frameworks
demonstrating how development education fits into the curriculum.
You can visit the Global Dimension website
(www.globaldimension.org.uk) and search for resources such
as lesson plans, activity kits, books and film clips to use in your
classroom. You can search for resources by topic, subject and
age, and those that match the GLP curriculum frameworks have
the GLP logo.
You can also engage with other schools taking part in the
programme through forums on the GLP website.
Some global learning activities you could try include:
n 	using the Development Compass Rose – Consultation Pack
(produced by Tide~) to support pupils’ questioning and
understanding of photos
n	encouraging pupils to think about their connections with other
parts of the world, for example, through food (such as the What
are the food miles in my Christmas dinner?
(www.globaldimension.org.uk) case study) and clothing

n 	using examples from the development sector to give a purpose
to learning - Practical Action (www.practicalaction.org.uk/
education) have produced a series of resources on the use of
technology
n discussing

news stories from other countries and holding
debates on global topics – Oxfam have produced useful
guidance in Teaching Controversial Issues (www.oxfam.org.
uk/education/teachersupport/CPD) on tackling controversial
topics in the classroom
n 	using development data when problem solving and using
statistical analysis– the Gapminder website (www.gapminder.
org) creates interesting visualisations
n 	using interactive games to understand complex topics such
as trade – Christian Aid (www.learn.christianaid.org.uk/
YouthLeaderResources) has produced The Trading Game.
Other organisations have also produced wonderful examples
n turning fundraising for international development charities into
a learning experience – Making the most of fundraising with
young people (www.globaldimension.org.uk) is a helpful poster
which includes guidance that has been produced by a range of
charities.

General enquiries
n 	If your school is not already involved in the GLP and you want
to find out more before speaking to your leadership team, you
can order a GLP Secondary Senior Leadership Team Pack
from the website or by writing to glp@pearson.com. You can
also find information produced about the programme online
on the GLP website at www.glp-e.org.uk. You may also want
to speak to staff in schools that are already involved in the
programme. You can do this by accessing the forums on the
GLP website or by finding your local GLP Expert Centre or
GLP Local Advisor (details of locations are on the website) and
getting in touch with them direct.
The Global Learning Programme
is funded by the UK government
SGSK1

n 	For more details about the programme together with guidance
documents, global learning resources and forums, visit the
GLP website www.glp-e.org.uk
n 	If you cannot find the answer to your question online or by
speaking to your GLP Coordinator, then please send an email
with your query to glp@pearson.com or call the GLP Helpline
on 0844 372 2126.

We look forward to meeting you online soon!
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